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Captains Christmas message 

Welcome to what we hope will be a quarterly newsletter celebrating the successes of The 13th Bromley 
Boys Brigade. In September I took post as Captain and challenged our young people by setting them a 
range of targets. They were designed to ensure that the objective of the Boys Brigade is met in everything 
we do. You will read about our successful term throughout this newsletter.  

As a new Captain (although I've been in the Boys Brigade some 27 years!) and as a company I believe we offer our young 
people an exceptional program at a time when it is probably needed the most. There are so many pressures and 
distractions these days for our young people. There has never been a more important time to be part of a youth 
organisation where you will acquire additional skills and make true friends for life. (just ask some of our hundreds of past 
members who still keep in touch) As Captain my focus always has to be longevity, ensuring that the legacy of the 13th 
Bromley continues beyond its 75th birthday coming up in a few years time. Can I take this opportunity to welcome our 
new members/parents and wish everyone a happy and peaceful Christmas. Do keep up to date with our news through our 
range of social media platforms. 

Stuart Barker 

Website: http://www.13thbromley.co.uk/ 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/13thBromley 

Dates for your diary 

Monday, 24 December Christmas Eve Candlelight Service – 7:30pm 

Tuesday, 25 December Christmas Day Service – 10:30am 

Saturday, 26 January Battalion Swimming Gala 

Saturday, 9 February Table Tennis Competition (TBC) 

Sunday, 10 February Church Parade – 10:45am 

Thursday, 14 February Joint BB/GB games night – 7:30pm 

Friday, 15 February No Junior or Company Section – Half Term 

Monday, 18 February No Anchor Boys – Half Term 

Friday, 22 February No Junior or Company Section – Half Term 

Company section update 

Numbers on a Friday night have steadily increased and regular attendance has been good. It has been particularly noted 
how smart the boys have been looking each week and we would like to thank our parents/carers for their support in this. 
It has been great to see all of our newly promoted Junior section boys throwing themselves into company section life and 
joining in so well.  

Camp 2019 

Lastly a reminder about our annual Brigades’ Camp on the Isle of Wight, which this year runs from Saturday, 20 July until 
Saturday, 27 July 2019.  In 2018 we had one of our best Brigade Camps ever, with over 60 members attending, during one 
of the hottest weeks of the year.  Anticipation for next year is already rising with the likelihood of even more of our young 
people wishing to participate. If you have never been to a Brigade Camp before you are missing  out on one of the best 
experiences of your Brigade life, just asks those who went last year. Many names and deposits have already been received 
and added to the camp role for 2019. If you haven’t returned your application form and deposit you had better hurry up, 
time is running out and we wouldn’t want you to miss the deadline!   

Raymond Westbrook 

http://www.13thbromley.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/13thBromley/videos/280912115962156/
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Quarter in review 

Krypton Factor 

As we nearer the Christmas break the boys had their very 
own Krypton Factor by taking on a range of physical and 
mental challenges against the clock. We couldn’t split our 
top two so well done for being named as our 2018 
Superstars. Well done everyone for taking part. 
 

 

SO15 

In October the boys had a visit from 
the Metropolitan Police Service SO15 
Counter Terrorism Command. The 
visiting officer spoke about the 
important role the unit plays in 
keeping us safe on a daily basis as 
well as giving the older boys an 
insight into the diverse career 

opportunities that are available within the Police. The boys 
had a great time and learnt a lot.  

Annual Enrolment 

Also in October was our 
annual enrolment and 
rededication service which 
saw over 70 young people 
enrolled within the 13th 
Bromley Boys Brigade and 
1st Mary Cray Girls 
Brigade. The service was 
particularly special as we 
celebrated the 28 years service our Captain Richard 
Westbrook has given to the 13th Bromley. Through his years 
of leadership many young people have grown in faith, 
achieved their Gold DofE and attended many camps. As 
Richard retires, he continues to play a very active part in 
Brigade life as well as his wider work within the Church. The 
company thanks Richard for his many years of service. 

Badminton competition 

November saw the companies first competition success of 
the Brigade year. Well done to our Badminton team for 
representing us so well and an even bigger well done to our 
Year 7 and 8's who were crowned Battalion Champions. Only 
one racket was broken and that was the Captains! 

Visit from BMW 

The company had a busy few weeks in November as we also 
had an educational evening as we welcomed Ian Collins 
from the Stephen James BMW Group to speak to the boys 
about the BMW UK apprenticeship program. They also 
learnt about some basic car maintenance as well as taking 
home lots of information about their future dream cars! 

Stop motion animation 

The company had an active couple 
of weeks in November as our boys 
have been developing their filming 
and photography skills. Working 
through a carousel of activities 
they practiced, animation, 
composition, special effects, sound and reporting. Some 
budding film makers! 

You can view a video of their work on the following 
Facebook link: 

https://www.facebook.com/13thBromley/videos/280912115962156/  

https://www.facebook.com/13thBromley/videos/280912115962156/

